0808 Commemoration – 12th August 2006
Thank you Letter to Members of Rotary Club of Melbourne

Hello Fellow RCM Members

Thank you for your involvement commemorating 0808 at The Shrine this week.

The Sopwith overflight set the mood for this year’s 0808 commemoration which focused on the important role played by the Australian Flying Corps in the Battle of Amiens on 8Aug 1918.  

We were pleased to welcome Caroline Durre and Michael Bennett, Great Grandchildren of General Sir John Monash, and thank them for their participation.

My thanks especially to President Chris for his response and wreath laying in The Sanctuary, and to

MajGen Jim Barry (retd) National President, Defence Reserves Association, and Deputy Chairman, Spirit of Australia Foundation, who outlined some of the objectives and plans of the Foundation.

Roland Perry is commended for his very interesting comments on the AFC effects on the outcome of the Battle – especially as he researched and reported these effects from the German perspective.  There is no doubting the significance of the 0808 victory.

We had a closeup inspection of a flag flown by the 39th Battalion – flown at Amiens, although the 39th was in reserve on 0808 for the 3rd Division.  It was prominent also on the Salsbury Plains in May 1918 where Monash trained and rehearsed his Australian troops in preparation for the battles culminating in 0808.

President Chris has offered to the Director of The Shrine RCM’s assistance to restore and display this significant relic of Victorian involvement in bringing WWI to an end.

Photos and a report of this year’s proceedings will be forwarded shortly.  In the meantime, thank you again for your participation.

Next year’s 0808 will focus on the role of the tanks in the Battle – Jim Barry is working on locating and placing tanks appropriately for the occasion.  It is anticipated that the 89th Commemoration will be more widely recognised – it will be a special Rotary Club of Melbourne Meeting Day.

With Best Wishes

Kevin O'Flaherty 

Convener 0808

