Amiens, Monash and Rotary
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The question of why the famous General Sir John Monash would have been a Charter Member of The Rotary Club of Melbourne in 1921 is an interesting one.

There is no doubt that those interested in forming a Club would have wanted such an important figure to be a member so that others would see Rotary as worthwhile.

The move to bring Rotary to Australia came from the initiative of the Canadian Vice-President of the International Association of Rotary Clubs, Crawford McCulloch who said –

“It worth be worthwhile from the standpoint of having something to do in the linking up, even more closely, of the parts of the British Empire.”

One of the two Commissioners sent to Australia in 1921 was Lieutenant-Colonel J Layton Ralston, C M G ,D S O and Bar, K C
Ralston had been the Commanding Officer from April 1918 to the Armistace of the 85th Canadian Infantry Batallion and this group had been part of the Canadian Forces attached to the Australian Army Corps under the command of Monash in the battle of Hamel.  Ralston also served in the Battle of Amiens where Monash was the overall commander.

It has not been established that, while Ralston served under Monash’s command, he actually met Monash in France but the possibility is there.

However, Ralston had no problem in gaining access to Monash when he arrived in Melbourne and spent two hours alone with him.  (His fellow Commissioner James W Davidson had not served in the War).  We can surmise that Ralston was able to answer all Monash’s questions about Rotary and its place in the Empire as Monash immediately agreed to become a Charter member and of course became the second President.

The Club is proud of its links with a great Australian.

Prepared by John Kendall, AM, RCM Historian and Archivist 

