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AT THE SHRINE OF REMEMBRANCE, MELBOURNE.

Opening Remarks By Mev Connell, Past President – The Rotary Club of Melbourne.

Good morning ladies and gentlemen.   I reiterate my welcome to this Celebration of the 89th Anniversary of the Battle of Amiens, a pivotal event in the winning of World War 1.    In doing so, we will of course remember the Architect of the Battle of Amiens and Commander of the united Australian Force, General Sir John Monash, and all of the men and women who were our allies and close comrades during that Battle and the Great War.

I must first thank The Trustees of The Shrine of Remembrance for their willing assistance in making this Ceremony possible.    Unfortunately, they are not all able to be present; Sir Peter Isaacson has asked me to convey his apologies.

In particular, I welcome once again Mr Michael Bennett, great grandson of Sir John Monash, General Jim Barry, National President of the Defence Reserves Association, Mr Ken Crompton, Chief Executive of the General Sir John Monash Foundation, and Mr Peter McCall, President of the Rotary Club of Melbourne. 
Sir John Monash was a leader extraordinaire, a man of culture, high education and dedication, a man whose soldiers served him with great loyalty but who considered himself to be a servant of his troops.     Sir John had much influence in the establishment and construction of this great Shrine of Remembrance and demonstrated in his civilian life all of the characteristics that made him a great military figure.   He literally orchestrated the deployment of his forces, conserving their capacity as best possible and supporting them with thoroughly planned logistics: his battle plan executed at Amiens was a turning point in military battle tactics.   The German enemy even recognised the merits of the tactics employed and developed them for subsequent use by the Panzer Force during the Blitzkrieg at the commencement of World War 2. 

Sir John was very influential in the establishment of the first Rotary Club in Australia, The Rotary Club of Melbourne.   The extension of Rotary into Australia was led by two Canadian Rotarians appointed by the International Association of Rotary Clubs, one of whom had served as a Lieutenant Colonel on the Staff of the Commander of Canadian Forces under Sir John at Amiens: his name was Layton Ralston and he later served for two periods as Canada’s Minister for Defence in the McKenzie-King governments, the second of these during World War 2.   Sir John no doubt facilitated the speedy chartering of the Club in 1921 and became its second President in 1922.

There would hardly be anyone here today who would not have had a relative directly exposed at some time to the challenge and trauma of active service in the Armed Forces.   Indeed, some of us have been personally engaged in the Armed Forces on active service.     Many of you would have had family members and friends wounded or killed while serving their country.   We must never allow their sacrifice to be forgotten.   It is particularly important to remember them on a day when a great battle was fought and won by Australian Forces, on the ground and in the air, and their enduring allies from Canada, Great Britain, and the United States of America under the General Command of an Australian: an Australian whom many would say was the greatest General in World War 1, General Sir John Monash.
