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23 May 2011

Her Excellency Ms Quentin Bryce AC

Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia

The Paul Harris Fellow is named for Paul Harris who founded Rotary in Chicago in 1905. The Paul Harris Fellow was established in his honour in 1957 to express appreciation for a contribution of US$1,000 to the humanitarian programs of the Rotary Foundation.  It also provides the opportunity to recognise exemplary service to the community that epitomises Rotary values.

Quentin Bryce spent her early years in small towns in central western Queensland.  She later attended Brisbane's Moreton Bay College where she was the school's first student to be accepted by the University of Queensland.  In 1965 Ms Bryce graduated from the University of Queensland with degrees in Arts and Law and was the first woman admitted to the Queensland Bar.  She was appointed the first female member of staff of the Law School at the University of Queensland where she taught from 1968 to 1983.  In 1982 she was appointed the Convenor of the National Women's Advisory Council and in 1984 she was appointed the inaugural Director of the Women’s Information Service Queensland.  Subsequent appointments include Director of the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission of Queensland (1987-88), Federal Sex Discrimination Commissioner (1988-93), founding Chair and Chief Executive Officer of the National Childcare Accreditation Council (1993-96) and Principal of Women's College at the University of Sydney (1997-2003).  In 2003 at the culmination of a remarkable career, Ms Bryce was appointed Governor of Queensland and in 2008, Governor-General of Australia.

During this very full and distinguished career as an academic lawyer; community, human rights, women’s and children’s advocate; university college principal; and vice-regal representative in Queensland, and now Australia, Her Excellency still found time to meaningfully contribute to a diverse spectrum of causes including mental health, breast cancer, abused children, disabled persons, schizophrenia and the plight of children in developing countries. 
In her public roles as Governor of Queensland and Governor-General of Australia, Her Excellency has continued her work with women, families and young people extending her influence across Australia including the rural, regional, aged, indigenous, migrant, and disability sectors.  Her Excellency has always been a trail blazer, going where no woman has gone before.  This was never easy but she never shied away from the challenges and has made a momentous contribution to advancing human rights and equality, the rights of women and children and the welfare of the family.
Your Excellency, for all this we congratulate you and give you our sincere thanks for your commitment to our common goals and for this we recognise you as a Paul Harris Fellow.
