0808 Commemoration – 8th August 2006

Introduction to 0808 Commemoration by Convener, Kevin O’Flaherty
Welcome to 0808

Welcome to the 88th Anniversary commemoration of the magnificently planned and executed Battle of Amiens – a very significant Battle for all Australians of the 20th and 21st Centuries.  0808 commemorates the first major Battle undertaken by the Australian Forces united for the first time as Australians under the Australian Command of General Sir John Monash.

Thank you to the Trustees of The Shrine for hosting this ceremony and to the Director, Denis Baguley for his assistance.  Welcome to the representatives of the Australian Armed Forces, the Director of the RAAF Museum for arranging the overflight by the Sopwith.  We hope the pilot did not suffer frostbite on this clear winter morning in Melbourne.

It is with great pleasure that I acknowledge the presence of Michael Bennett and Caroline Durre, Great-Grandchildren of Sir John Monash, and your guest from France.  I pass to you all the Best Wishes of the Mayor of Amiens on this day.  I thank my fellow members from The Rotary Club of Melbourne for their presence and support.

This day is too little known, recognised and appreciated by Australians – 0808 aims to change this as we approach the 90th Anniversary and on to the Centenary in 2018.

This is a commemoration to remember and honour all who took part in the Battle of Amiens.  This day 88 years ago about this time in the morning the Germans realised they could no longer win World War I.  This was their biggest blow – masterminded by General John Monash and carried out by the combined efforts of the Australian Flying Corps and the tanks, artillery and infantry of the Australian Forces.  

Over 100 000 men took part in the Battle with perhaps another 60 000 in reserve.  Monash showed his care and concern for his men and his great leadership by writing as follows to each man the day before the Battle –

To the Soldiers of the Australian Army Corps

Today we are focusing on the contribution of the Flying Corps – the lone Sopwith overflying The Shrine set the mood.

I now call on Roland Perry, biographer of Sir John Monash, to relate the significance of the Australian Flying Corps to the success of the Battle of Amiens.

A short response from –


– MajGen Jim Barry (retd) National President, Defence Reserves Association, and 

Deputy Chairman, Spirit of Australia Foundation


- Chris Wang, President, The Rotary Club of Melbourne

The Remembrance Ceremony will now be conducted in The Sanctuary – this ceremony commemorates the service and sacrifice of Australian men and women in WWI


Gather in the Sanctuary (with The Shrine Senior Custodian and Shrine Guard)


Wreath laying – Chris Wang, President, The Rotary Club of Melbourne


Last Post


Period of Silence


Ode – Michael Bennett, G-Grandson of General Sir John Monash


Reveille


National Anthem

Thank you for your attendance and support this morning.  Our commemoration concludes with a short walk to the Monash Monument, Kings Domain, followed by coffee at The Observatory Gate Café.
