0808 Commemoration - The Shrine of Remembrance – 8th August 2006
Response by Rotary Club of Melbourne President, Chris Wang

Trustees of The Shrine, descendants of General Sir John Monash, honored guests and my fellow members of the Rotary Club of Melbourne.

This gathering has special significance for all of us gathered here today to celebrate 0808 – the 88th Anniversary of the magnificent victory at the Battle of Amiens.  

Sir John Monash was a Founding Member and the second President of The Rotary Club of Melbourne, the first Rotary Club in Australia.  It is an honor for me this year to be President - to hold the position he held in 1922-23 – an honor that several of our guests here this morning have also shared.

John Monash completed many great projects in his life in Melbourne after World War I – not only at this Shrine and in establishing and leading the State Electricity Commission of Victoria but also in the community of Melbourne. The values he exhibited in his military and civilian life provide examples for us to follow and to promote – his letter to his forces on the eve of the Battle inspired them to achieve the best they possibly could – inspiring leadership and a great role model for all Australians to follow in this century.

The Rotary Club of Melbourne, which he helped found, has instigated great projects over its lifetime – it is now appropriate for this Club to contribute to honoring his memory and that of all the Australian Forces who took part in the Battle of Amiens.  They achieved such a significant outcome this morning 88 years ago, shortening the War considerably, reducing the terrible casualties and making us proud of their outstanding efforts.  It is time that Australians – young and old – knew more of their exploits so that their place in our history is recognised and celebrated.

The Rotary Club of Melbourne will play its part in achieving this outcome in the years leading to the centenary of the Battle of Amiens. 
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