THE ROTARY CLUB OF MELBOURNE 

Introduction of Major General Jim Barry
President Peter, Rotarians and guests, it is my pleasant duty to introduce to you our speaker today but before doing so I draw to your attention the fact that almost to the minute 89 years ago, allowing for global time difference, the Australian Armed Forces under the unified command of General Sir John Monash were at the “Start Line” for the commencement of the battle that would be the precursor to ending World War 1, the Battle of Amiens.  
Sir John had major input into the establishment of our Club in 1921 and was our second President in 1922.   He was a great and proud Rotarian.

Sir John had a keen sense of responsibility for those who served under his command and prior to the commencement of the Battle of Amiens he delivered the following message to all Australian Forces involved:
“TO THE SOLDIERS OF THE AUSTRALIAN ARMY CORPS.

For the first time in the history of this corps, all five Australian divisions will tomorrow engage in the largest and most important battle operation ever undertaken by the Corps.
They will be supported by an exceptionally powerful Artillery, and by Tanks and Aeroplanes on a scale never previously attempted.     The full resources of our sister Dominion, the Canadian Corps, will also operate on our right, while two British Divisions will guard our left flank.

The many successful offensives which the Brigades and Battalions of this Corps have so brilliantly executed during the past four months have been the prelude to and the preparation for, this great culminating effort.

Because of the completeness of our plans and dispositions, of the magnitude of the operations, of the number of troops employed, and of the depth to which we intend to over-run the enemy’s positions, this battle will be one of the most memorable of the whole war; there can be no doubt that, by capturing our objectives, we shall inflict blows upon the enemy which will make him stagger, and will bring the end appreciably nearer.

I entertain no sort of doubt that every Australian soldier will worthily rise to so great an occasion, and that every man, imbued with the spirit of victory, will, in spite of every difficulty that may confront him, be animated by no other resolve than grim determination to see through to a clean finish, whatever his ask may be.

The work to be done tomorrow will perhaps make heavy demands upon his endurance and staying powers of many of you; but I am confident, in spite of excitement, fatigue and physical strain, every man will carry on to the utmost of his powers until his goal is won; for the sake of AUSTRALIA, the Empire and our cause.

I earnestly wish every soldier of the Corps the best of good fortune, and glorious and decisive victory, the story of which will echo throughout the world, and will live for ever in the history of our homeland.









     JOHN MONASH,










Lieut. General







    Cmdg. Australian Corps.”

It is interesting to compare the detail and sentiment of this message with that hoisted by Admiral Lord Horatio Nelson at the commencement of the Battle of Trafalgar: that signal was curt and direct in the extreme.

Details pertaining to Major General Jim Barry’s background are well covered in the Bulletin and I do not intend to reiterate that information.   For those of you who have not read the Bulletin, suffice it to say that General Barry is a businessman, long term sports administrator at the highest level, and citizen soldier.  He is the National President of the Defence Reserves Association.
Today, General Barry will speak to us about the planning that led to the victory at the Battle of Amiens.   
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